CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS
No doubt we are living in times of intolerance, greed and terror-strikes. The passing year has witnessed several atrocities, crisis and turmoil in the world which wakes up to news of fresh violence, carnage and turmoil leading to disharmony robbing order and peace of our lives Each and every person yearns for a peaceful life, but is being denied the same on account of unforeseen and sudden impact of situations and problems beyond control. But the life goes on. 

It is in the wake of communal carnage against Christians in the tribal areas of Orissa and recent terror attack on Mumbai by Pakistani infiltrators rendering the nation into unprecedented anger, angst and gloom, the order from the Bishop’s conference urged to have a low profile celebration during Christmas season. It is in touch with the bad times we are passing through .When times are bad and sad we have to adapt and adopt styles according to the dictates of the situations. The crisis and turmoil faced by the nation as a whole make us humble and lead us to ponder and contemplate on the shape of future to unfold. It is in this scenario, the Christmas celebrations were downplayed throughout the community. Though everybody wished and greeted with the usual phrase,”Merry and Happy Christmas” it was only formal and not out of genuinely felt heart touching thoughts. 

As part of Christmas celebration, the entire parish fraternity was divided into four zones. Each zone consists of three family units. The zones were imaginatively named after the cities and villages of biblical Judea.
 Caan – where during the famous wedding Christ performed the miracle of transforming water into wine excellent to serve he guests when the host found the wine to be served got over. Mother Mary intervened and requested Jesus to help; that resulted in a miraculous event. 

Bethlehem –where in the manger Jesus was born, as no room was available in the nearby inns for staying and halting for the purpose. Shepherds, animals and angels witnessed the birth in the haystack. The tradition of making cribs reminds us the holy presence of the lord in the manger. 

Nazareth—the place where Jesus spent his young days helping his foster father Joseph in carpentry work. The place is famous as Jesus was called Nazarane by the elder Jews upon his visit to the temple of Jerusalem. One sometimes hears Christians being addressed as nazranis in Kerala too. . 

Jerusalem—the capital of Judea under Roman Empire, where King Herod was the regent during those times of rebellion by the Jews. It is in the outskirts of Jerusalem Jesus was crucified for blasphemy and treason. The place he was buried was converted to Holy Sepulcher Church after discovery of holy cross by the order of Helena , the queen when Constantine was the emperor of Byzantium. 

All these biblical/ Judean cities/villages are still existing with their original names , unchanged as monuments of historical evidence of life and ministry of Christ. No doubt there is inspiration and enthusiasm springing from these names representing the parish fraternity zones. 

While each zone was headed by zonal conveners, they were assisted by presidents of the units. The clusters formed was with an intent to spread cohesion, co-operation and unity where love, peace and happiness can be reaped during the season and afterwards.
In accordance with the diocese order to celebrate Christmas in a reflective and contemplative mood rather than with revelry and pomp, the parish council decided to cancel the carol singing by the church teams accompanied by the Santa Claus visiting the parish families. As a mark of celebration the carol singing by the zones were held in the open premises.. These zonal teams also displayed the pageant of Christmas as a part of their performance arraying the angels and the manger of Bethlehem. Each zone had their individual theme songs and creatively displayed the manger scene with Santa Claus swinging with his lighted staff in the forefront to the theme songs. Mother Mary, St. Joseph eagerly attending to the newborn child, shepherds guarding the entrance, angels immaculately adoring the infant Jesus are the scene each zone laboured to display. A giant silvery star facing the east heralding the birth of   
a king or a great person was erected by the youth. .The altar boys had made their Christmas tree shining and glittering and encouraged contribution to their kitty. 
The carol singing started at 9.30 p.m. for which each zone had their allotted time of ten minutes duration. In one –Nazareth- the main attraction was bleating kids perched on the shoulders of the shepherds. Naturality and closeness to the planet earth was displayed indicating the right to exist survive and share the nature by all species on the terra firma. Visiting the birth place by the three, wise men, magis or kings as they are popularly known appeared to be early for the occasion. Their theme song contained the verses proclaiming kings visit and the display was justified by the zone. The swinging Santa Claus, at the same time singing loud holding the microphone was great attraction. To many the old man Santa was a happy dancer occasionally distributing sweets and gifts from his generous bag; but not a great singer. As times change Santa too had to sing accordingly. 

Each parishioner, their family and especially small children enjoyed the programme and the large sized crib facing the stage. They appreciated the programme and events by genuine applause to identify and acknowledge themselves in the unfolding love, happiness and unity enveloped for the occasion. 

After completion of the events, the high mass was celebrated proclaiming the birth of our savior and the message it carries to the humanity. The ongoing ceremony was relayed through the electronic media for the benefit of parishioners sitting outside the church hall in the open premises. The mike and sound system for the service worked perfectly with pleasing audibility. 
After the service there was distribution of cake pieces to each and every parishioner to mark spreading the rich and sweet memories of the occasion. The mathru sangam had taken initiative in this regard and their members were busy in distributing cakes to the unit members on 23rd December as per the order placed. 

The youth had given their best participation as usual in decorating the premises, preparing and installing the giant Silver Star and the great crib created for the occasion. Many outsiders continued to visit the church and crib as it provided abundant inspiration and imagination. Children were more curious and happy to see the attractive ambience the season provided.

The main altar was decorated thematically fitting to the occasion, as a manger depicting the birth of infant Jesus. Everybody appreciated the hard work in creating the transformed altar. Parish council members, trustees, sisters and Fr. Kuriakose hard worked untiringly to elevate the celebration to a realistic level.

In the evening Fr. Kuriakose led the team of observers to those families participating in the crib competition. That was the end of hectic Christmas celebration. 

Wishing you all a peaceful, happy and prosperous New Year 2009

